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out complicated movements corresponding with these impressions, and 
cites in support of this view, cases in which one-half of the brain has been 
sufficient to maintain a psychical personality. 

Ross Defendorf (Middletown). 

JOURNAL OF MENTAL SCIENCE 

(Vol. 48, 1902. October.) 

1. Presidential Address Medico-Psychological Association. J. Wiggles- 

worth. 

2. A Statistical Contribution to the Pathology of Insanity. T. Duncan 

Greenlees. 

3. Importance of Stimulus in Repair and Decay of the Nervous System. 

F. W. Mott. 

4. Some Remarks on the Surgical Treatment of Insanity. Damer Har- 

RISSON. 

5. Treatment of Incipient and Transient Mental States in General Hos¬ 

pitals. T. S. Clouston. 

6. Medico-Psychological Statistics. C. Hubert Bond. 

7. Observations on the Neuroglia Cell and its Processes. R. R. Leeper. 

8 . Pathogenesis of Diabetic Insanity. W. R. Dawson. 

9. Care of Idiots and Imbeciles. J. H. Sproat. 

10. Mental Symptoms and Bodily Disease. Nathan Raw'. 

1. Medico-Psychological Society. —This is the presidential address de¬ 

livered at the sixty-first annual meeting. The general topic of the sub¬ 
stances in the germ cell involved in the hereditary transmission of in¬ 
sanity is first discussed by the author, this leading up to an analysis of the 
family histories of some 3,445 insane patients admitted into the Rainhill 
Asylum during the past twelve years. Out of this entire number definite 
family history of hereditary taint was found in 28 per cent. Paternal and 
maternal influences were about equally important, in 350 patients, the fathers 
were insane in 185 instances and the mothers 165. On the question of 
parentage and sex liability he finds that female children are more numer¬ 
ously affected independent of the sex of the affected parent, a slight in¬ 
crease is noted for insane mothers transmitting insanity to daughters than 
to sons. On the general biological question of the transmission of acquired 
characteristics the author then makes some interesting observations. For 
juvenile general paresis the author believes that it owes its origin to ante¬ 
cedent parental syphilis and that the parasyphilitic influence has been ex¬ 
erted in the germ cells to modify their nutrition and thus lead to degenera¬ 
tions in the offspring. Certain forms of general paresis in the adult may 
have a like origin. The address is a scholarly one and contributes much 
to the discussion of this important problem. 1 

2. Pathology of Insanity. —Dr. Greenlees of South Africa offers a sta¬ 
tistical contribution on the condition of the various organs of those dying 
of insanity. It is too detailed to permit abstracting. 

3. Stimulus in Repair and Decay of the Nervous System. —Dr. Mott 
first discusses the nature of stimulus from the physical viewpoint, then 
takes up the question on its psychological side and later considers the 
anatomical and physiological substrata of nervous energy. Nerve fibers, he 
says, have been shown to be incapable of fatigue and he makes some inter¬ 
esting observations on the functions of the myelin sheath which he main¬ 
tains has other functions than that of serving as an insulator. Impulses 
transmitted by non-medullated fibers of visceral and vascular structures 
are of low intensity compared with the meduilated fiber of somatic struc¬ 
tures. The chemical constituents of myelin are found in the cerebrospinal 
fluid. The development of the myelin sheath is correlated with the ratio 
of incoming stimuli, those parts first stimulated being the first myelinated, 
and other experiments prove that stimulation causes the formation of mye- 
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lin. The reverse is true also and the absence of an inflow of nerve stimuli 
causes an atrophy of the protagon of the the myelin sheath. Regeneration 
seems to be dependent on stimulation. He then discusses the effects of 
excessive stimulus showing that katabolism is the normal concomitant of 
the passage of nerve stimuli and if the neurones are in a low state of nutri¬ 
tional equilibrium the processes of disintegration are in excess of those of 
integration. The vulnerable part of the neurone is that furthest away from 
the center and in poison states it is usually the outlying collaterals that are 
first affected. Many poisons thus produce a loss of durability, an abiotro¬ 
phy and therefore a nutritional deficiency which interferes with the balance 
of repair to waste. 

4. Surgical Treatment of Insanity. —The author reports three cases 
of traumatic insanity with recovery following operation. 

5. Treatment of Insane in General Hospitals. —Dr. Clouston opens a 
discussion on this point saying that at the present time there are no facilities 
for treating the acute insane as other acute diseases are treated in general 
hospitals and that there exists a great need for better provisional care of the 
acute insane than now exists in many places in England. Asylum extension 
will not fill the need and he makes a strong plea for the development of 
psychopathic wards in general hospitals. The ideal system should be four¬ 
fold— (1) A mental ward in the hospital for incipient, transient, and suit¬ 
able cases; (2) a reception hospital for certifiable cases of an acute char¬ 
acter situated near a large town with plenty of nurses and plenty of 
medical attention; (3) an ordinary asylum for cases that run on from 
month to month; (4) a boarding out system for the really quiet and 
manageable cases who could be restored in a modified degree to family 
life. 

6. Medico-psychological Statistics. —A series of tables for the re¬ 
cording of symptoms in order to bring out greater uniformity. Too 
detailed for abstracting. 

7. The Neuroglia Cell and Its Processes. —Dr. R. Leeper contrib¬ 
utes a few general suggestions on the possible functions of the neurog¬ 
lia cells. 

8. Pathogenesis of Diabetic Insanity. —A short note of uncertain foun¬ 
dations on this subject. 

9. Care of Idiots and Imbeciles. —A short note on the custodial care 
of this class of defectives. 

10. Mental Symptoms and Bodily Disease. —A criticism of existing 
legislation on the care of certain types of insanity—delirium tremens in 
particular. Of local interest solely. 

Jelliffe. 

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INSANITY 

(Vol. 59, 1902, No. i. October.) 

1. The Criteria of .Insanity and the Problems of Psychiatry. Abbot. 

2. On the Typhoid Psychoses. Farrer. 

3. Some Points in the Diagnosis of Dementia Praecox. Dunton. 

4. A Case of Huntington’s Chorea with Autopsy. Rusk. 

5. On Some Terminal Diseases in Melancholia. Meyer. 

6. Hydriatic Procedures as an Adjunct in the Treatment of Insanity. 

Dent. 

7. Medico-Legal Phases of the Vermont Observation Law for Criminal 

Insane. Berry. 

8. The Possible Influence of Rational Conversation on the Insane. Buck- 

ley. 

1. The Criteria of Insanity and the Problems of Psychiatry. —The 
definitions by Krafft-Ebing, Maudsley and Spitzka are quoted and their 
incompleteness shown, as they leave out of consideration largely the 



